CLASSIC CRIMES

concerned only with the ground and first floors. The former
contained, on the one side, the drawing-room and the dining-
room; on the other, the morning-room and the library.
Above the dining-room was the chamber of the married pair,
next to which, over the drawing-room, was the bedroom
whither, pending his wife's recovery from her indisposition,
the husband had been relegated. Across the landing were two
dressing-rooms, appropriated to the wedded couple. Mrs.
Cox commonly slept upon the third floor, but since her
friend's temporary divorce she had shared with her the
conjugal couch. It should be borne in mind that the doors
of Mrs. Bravo's bedroom and of that occupied by Mr. Bravo
immediately adjoined, and that both faced the head of the
main staircase from the hall.

II
Tuesday, i8th April 1876, is the crucial date in the case.
At nine o'clock that morning the indefatigable Mrs. Cox
might have been observed (by a reader of Mr. G. P. R.
James) setting forth, fortified with*a flask of sherry, upon
her way to Worthing, to look for a furnished house. An
hour or so later Mr. and Mrs. Bravo, attended by coachman
and footman, drove in the landau to town. She dropped
him at the Turkish Baths in Jermyn Street, and then went
on to the Stores, where she bought "some very choice
tobacco" for her lord, of whose customary brand she dis-
approved, returning to The Priory at two o'clock to "partake,"
in the language of the time, of a champagne luncheon. Mean-
while Mr. Bravo, after a more modest repast, which he de-
scribed as "a jolly- lunch," consumed with an uncle of his
wife at St. James's Restaurant, walked to Victoria accompanied
by a barrister friend, whom he invited home to dinner.
Most unfortunately, this friend was engaged, but he promised
to go down to The Priory next day to try the new tennis
court. Mr. Bravo got home at four o'clock; cheerfully and
affectionately kissed his wife, who was resting on a sofa in
the morning-room; changed, and then went for an hour's
ride on the Common. He was, as I have said, a bad rider;
his horse bolted with him, and he came back so shaken and
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